Since the inception of the Health Informatics Society of Sri Lanka (HISSL) in 1998, one of the major dreams has been to enable the health care system to function more effectively with the added contributions made by Information and Communication Technology. In September 2010, in accordance with the vision of the government on Health Care Information Technology, HISSL laid the foundation for a new era in IT enabled health care in Sri Lanka by successfully conducting eHealth Sri Lanka 2010 with the participation of all stakeholders in health care in Sri Lanka.
The main objective of the conferences was to provide a common platform for all those carrying out various IT based projects in the health care sector of Sri Lanka to present their work and exchange ideas. An interesting two day program was held under the theme "IT enabled Health Care". The programme included plenary lectures, symposia and oral as well as poster presentations under 7 main themes.
1. It was a rare treat to listen to over 20 informative lectures delivered by renowned invited speakers during the two days program. About a third of these were by foreign delegates which made the event a truly international one.
The submissions for the free papers were more than we expected. The best 7 out of more than 60 submissions were selected as oral presentations. Majority of the rest were selected as Poster presentations and were displayed at the venue. Initiation of preparation of an e-Health Policy for Sri Lanka, going in parallel with the e-Government policy, was perhaps the most significant success achieved through e-Health Sri Lanka 2010.
The participants heard about the existing Health IT systems in Sri Lanka as well as in other parts of the world. In addition they heard many novel ideas which may be applicable for the Sri Lankan Health Care System. It was perhaps not too optimistic to visualise the days in the future in which a Sri Lankan doctor, patient or a normal citizen would be using IT when seeking health care through a Government Hospital. With the development of necessary infrastructure and human resources, the Ministry of Health was trying to change gears to usher in a new era for the Sri Lankan Health Care System. PGIM was in the process of facilitating the process by producing doctors who are competent in IT. We were happy to see that dreams of those who founded HISSL a decade ago were slowly becoming a reality today. The contribution made by eHealth Sri Lanka 2010 to accelerate that process was not lost on those who participated in the conference. eHealth Sri Lanka 2010 was definitely a turning point in the history of the Sri Lankan Health Care System.
